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Full name: Daniel Patrick Benesh

Date of birth: January 9, 1982

Birthplace: Omaha, Nebraska U.S.A.

Nationality: American

Permanent address: 15525 Western Ave., Omaha, NE 68154,
US.A.

Email address: benesh@evolbio.mpg.de;

dbenesh82@googlemail.com

Website: http://www.evolbio.mpg.de/~benesh/index.html

Education

Ph.D., Aquatic Parasitology, University of Jyvaskyld, Jyvéskyla, Finland, 2006-2007

M.S., Hydrobiology, University of Jyvéskyla, Jyvaskyld, Finland, 2004-2006

B.S., Biological Sciences, minors in Philosophy and Entomology, University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
U.S.A., 2000-2004

Research Experience
Post Doctoral Research, Department of Evolutionary Ecology, Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Biology, Plon, Germany, 2007-present.
-Evolution of complex parasite life cycles
Doctoral and Master’s Research, Section of Aquatic Resources, University of Jyvaskyld, Finland,
2004-2007 (advisor: E. Tellervo Valtonen)
-Intermediate host exploitation and larval life history strategies of an acanthocephalan
parasite
Undergraduate Research, School of Biological Sciences, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, U.S.A.,
2002-2004 (advisor: Brent B. Nickol)

-The photic behavior of amphipods infected with an acanthocephalan

Teaching Experience

Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Biology, Plon, Germany



-Each spring 2008-2011: Two week practical course in which students complete research
project in small groups, 40-80 hrs

University of Jyvéskyld, Jyvaskyla, Finland
-December 2006: Instructor of one week seminar on basic statistics and scientific writing,
20 hrs
-August 2006: Field teaching on basic parasitology principles, 12 hrs
-February 2006: Instructor of two week class on the scientific method and experimental
design, 40 hrs

University of Nebraska, Lincoln, U.S.A.
-August 2003 — May 2004: Teaching assistant. Instructor of introductory genetics and
molecular biology laboratory class, 10-20 hrs per week

I have also mentored several students individually
-Friederike Weinreich, PhD, MPI Pl6n
-Bettina Bartels, Diplom, University of Kiel
-Joanne Kitchen, MSc, University of Jyvaskyla

-Arto Tuomainen, MSc, University of Jyvaskyla

Accomplishments

DFG Fellowship, 2013

Alfred Kordelin grant recipient (declined), 2007

Master’s thesis given Laudatur rating (highest rank), 2006

CIMO grant recipient for foreign students in Finland, 2005

Best oral student presentation at meeting of Scandinavian-Baltic Society for Parasitologists,
Vilnius, Lithuania, 2005

Fulbright scholar in Finland, 2004-2005

Graduated from Bachelor’s program with highest distinction, University of Nebraska, 2004
UCARE grant for undergraduate research, 2003-2004

Mark Dresden award for oral presentation at meeting of Southwestern Association of
Parasitologists, University of Oklahoma field station, U.S.A., 2003

Academic accolades from the University of Nebraska: 4.0 high scholar (2001-2003), Regent’s
scholar (2000-2004), honors program (2000-2004), dean’s list (2000-2004)

Language Skills
English (native)



German (very good) - European Language Certificate, level B1, note 1

Finnish (basic)

Reviewer Experience (2007-present)
J. Parasitol., Parasitology, Int. J. Parasitol., Freshw. Biol., Invertebr. Biol., J. Evol. Biol., Am. Nat.,

Proc. Roy. Soc. B, Comp. Parasitol., Biol. J. Linn. Soc., J. Exp. Biol.

Memberships in Professional Organizations
European Society of Evolutionary Biologists
Scandinavian-Baltic Society of Parasitologists
Phi Betta Kappa Honor Society

Golden Key Honor Society

Invited seminars

Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, 2013

University of Duisburg-Essen, Essen, Germany, 2013

Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research, Kiel, Germany, 2012

Goethe-University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany, 2011

EAWAG, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology, Zirich, Switzerland, 2008
Max Planck Institute for Limnology, PIon, Germany, 2006

Oral Presentations at conferences

European Multicolliquium of Parasitology, Cluj-Napoca, Romania, 2012

International Symposium of Fish Parasites, Vina del Mar, Chile, 2011

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Parasitologie, Dusseldorf, Germany, 2010

Deutsche Ichthyoparasitologie Symposium, Germany, 2009-2013

Invited speaker, Scandinavian-Baltic Society of Parasitologists, Riga, Latvia, 2009
Scandinavian-Baltic Society of Parasitologists, Rovaniemi, Finland, 2007

Aquavit (in-house symposium), Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Biology, Plén, Germany,
2007-2013

Biological interactions graduate school seminar, University of Turku, Finland, 2006

Finnish mini-symposium on parasitology, University of Jyvaskyla, Finland, 2005
Scandinavian-Baltic Society of Parasitologists, Vilnius, Lithuania, 2005

American Voices Conference, University of Turku, Finland 2004



Southwestern Association of Parasitologists, University of Oklahoma field station, U.S.A., 2003
and 2004

University of Nebraska undergraduate research conference, U.S.A., 2003

Poster presentations

European Society for Evolutionary Biology, Tiibingen, Germany 2011

Jacques-Monod Conference on Coevolution, Roscoff, France, 2011

European Society for Evolutionary Biology, Turin, Italy 2009
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